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EXPLANATION OF
EUROPEAN CRISIS
1S HARD TO FIND

Diplomats and Observers Unable
to Understand the Attitude
of Austria.

RECENTLY STRONG FOR PEACE

Count Berchtold, Only a Few Weeks
Ago, Bitterly Criticized the War
Party, and Hia Change of
Front Has Not as Yet
Been Explained.

“Confusion worse coufounded” is the
one phrase that aptly characterizes the
war situation in Europe. The leading
newepapers and the most experienced
observers are unable to sgree on any
sxplanation of the crisis, And the rea-
son is not far to seek.

Only & few weeks ago the forelgn
minister of Austrla, Count Berchtold,
was earnestly defending the pacific
and moderate policy he had been pur-
sulng toward the Balkans and Russia.

Berchtold for Peace.

In a speech to the delegates at Buda-
pest he vigorously ansawered criticisms
of spokesmen of the war party, partie-
ularly of a delegate who was sup-
posed to be expressing the sentiments
of the then heir presumptive, the late
Archduke Franz Ferdinand. Count
Berchtold spoke of the aged emperor's
slncere and resolute devotion to peace;
he gave arguments of his own, more-
over, in support of a policy of patience
aund peace.

Feared Loss of Prestige.

The frankness and directness of that
epeech lmpressed everybndy except
those who feared that Austris might
be aocused of timidity and weakness,
might be misunderstood and in conse-
gquance might lose political and mili-
tary prestige.

There were some among these who
thought, moreover, that Russia, whose
recuperative power was wonderful—
whatever might be sald of its efficiency
and actual strength when pitted
aguinat a more olvilized and free pow-
er—was gelting too mighty and too
confident, and was enjoylng too much
opportunity for rehabilitation and con-
solidation of {ts financial and military-
naval regources,

These vaguely favored a bold and
sggressive policy even at the risk of
war, which had better come sooner
than later, they held,

8weden Takea Up Cry.

But Count Berchtold's view pre-
valled for the moment and excellent
observers concluded that Austria, at
any rate, was not golng to add to the
troubles, complications and dangers of
Europe by tempting fortune,

At that very moment Bweden was
excitadly discussing “the Russian
peril” and demanding new measures of
defenss, while & section of the Ger-
man press was polnting to the “bear
that walks llke & man” as the foe lo
reckon with in the near future,

Yot the peace of Enrope is broken
not by Russla, not by a Balkan power
desirous of revising the settlement
imposed by Roumania and the concert
of Burope at the Bucharest conference,
but by Austria, and seemingly under
Count Berchtold's direction.

What has happened in the short in.
terval? If peace was necessary o few
weeks ago, why s war inevitable to-
day?

To understand the sltuation it Is es
sontial to distingulsh between glitter
ing generalities, fanciful asplrations,
ltorature and rhetorie, on the one
bhand, and hard, grim, concrele facts
on the other, It Is essential to know
what the confilet ia not. It s not s
war between Teuton and Slav, It s
not & war between the Pan-German
world party and the Pao-Slav world
party. It is not war for the preserva-
tion of Hapsburg mouarchy,

Move lo Antl-Austrian.

The Pan-German movement is anti-
Servian and eannot fail to be so. The
success of that movement would de-
stroy Austria ax & political entity. The
Pan-German extremists have had to be
rebuked and repudiated by respons!
ble German statesmen. As allles of
Austria they could not countenance a
movement which assumed and labored
for the disruption and dispppearance
of Austria

The Pan-Slav movement in Rusala s
manifestly antl-Auvstrian, as well an
anti-German. It dreams of Blav rule
“from (he Adristic sea to the Pacific
oesan.” It dreams of Blay unlon or

TO LEAD SERVIAN ARMY

Crown Prince Alexander of Servia,
who made a gallant record during
the Balkan war, will lead his battle-
soarred velerans against the Aus.
trians,

ment, gravitation toward Germany,
bitter feeling against Russia. But the
blunders were personal blunders of
bungling politiclans. Russia has al-
ways posed and often ncted as the pa-
tron, friend, and protector of the Slavs
everywhere, nnd especially of the Bal-
kan Slavs. It has had and still has
its eye on Its “estate In reversion,”
Constantinople, and It canvnot hope to
plant its fiag there without the consent
and support of the Balkan Slave. It
{8 good “Pan-Slaviem"” to support Ser
via.

But In facing Austria, Russia con
fronts not a German power, but & pow-
er that is itself largaly Slav. Slav
will thus be fighting 8lav and the Ger-
mans, whatever thelr colors, will be
fighting for 8lavs and with other Slave
and postponing the reallzation of the
Pan-German ambitions and dreams.

Jealousy a Great Factor.

Here, then, I8 & strange paradox,
but not the only paradox in a gituation
full of anomalies—anomalies Insepara-
ble from the very nature and complex-
fon of the Ausiro-Huungarlan emplire,
an emplire, to repeat, that has been
held together quite as much by the
Jealousies and differences of outsiders
as by the dynastie and personal In-
fluence of the Hapsburgs. .

It Austria cannot and does not rep-
resent German interests and German
culture In this fight, what is it fighting
for? Pan-Servian agitation did not
endanger Its existence, while the war
does. Its own Slaw elements at no
tima displayed an Inclinstion to ex-
change ita rule for that of the czar,
although they were nol averse to us-
ing Pan-Slav slogans In order to secure
better representation and larger recog:
nition.

Danger to Dual Monarchy,

The opinion of the soundest students
of politles has long been that If Aus-
tria-Hungary was to be preserved, only
a policy of peace, llberallam, greater
autonomy, and home rule, conciliation
of the varlous races and elements by
reform measures, politieal and soclal
contained the promlse of such preser-
vation,

The war actually endangers the ex.
{stence of the dual monarchy, for aside
from the chances of defeat and disas-
ter, there ia the fact that the Blav sub-
Jecta of the emperor cannot sympe-
thize with It. The separatist and par-
ticularist tendencles feared by the
court and government can only be
deepened and stremgthened by the con-
filet.

The army and navy may be loyal
and obedlent, as many assert. The
army and navy may be "Austrian” If
the nation is not. But popular sentd
ment in & potent factor In war and
popular sentiment among the Austrign
and Hungerien Slava does not favoer
fratricidal strife.
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SERVIANS FIGHT
IN DESIRE FOR
NATIONAL UNITY

Diplomats of World Have Long
Foreseen That Struggle Was
Bound to Come,

STANDS IN WAY OF AUSTRIA

Dream of Statesmen of Dual Mon-
archy Has Been to Acquire Salo-
mika and the Land Between
That Port and Fron-
tier of Bosnla.

While the immediste causg of Aus-
trin-Hungary's attack on Bervia Is the
demand for reparation for the murder
of the Archduke Francls Ferdinand
and his wife, the duchess of Hohen-
berg, the ultlmale causes are the
movement of the Hapsburg emplre
toward the south and the desperate
efforts of the entire Serb race to re-
guln complate nationnl existence.

Ever since the repulse of the Turk-
Ish army from Vienna in 1683 the Aus-
trinns have steadily fought their way
southward, expecting ultimately To
make their way to the Asgean over
the rulns of the Turkish empire. Aus-
tria, llke Russla, was not unwilling to
seo small buffer states set up to oo
cupy the middle ground during the in-
tervals of rest In her forward move-
ment, and so-most of the Balkan
states of today came Into belng.

Of the Servian race, which In the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries
ruled n vast empire, extending over
the western half of the Balkan penin-
sula and the eastern coast of the Ad-
riatie, practically all had come under
Turkish dominstion in the sixteenth
century. The Serbs of the hinterland
of Iatria and Dalmatia were soon tak-
eén from Turkey by Auatria, and Mon-
tenegro won Its independence. This
left the Berbs of Bosnla, the Herzego-
vina and Bervia proper, ag well as of
the Banjak of Novl Bazar and North-
ern Macedonla, still under Turkish
rule.

The Serbs of the present kingdom
became autonomous In 1830, but re-
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sibla for the rillng of the powers,
which compelled the Serviuns to give
up part of thelr conguests in Albanis,
Thus Servia lost her chance to get &
senport and remains & Iandlodked
power, her only outlét being through
the friendly Greek porta on the As
gean sea.

But the Sérvian victorles In Maoe
donia, and the Greek capture of Ha.
fonlka put an unexpected obstacle In
tho way of Austria’s march to the
pouth. No more could the dual mon-
archy hope to Ioherit Salonika and
the land between that port and the
frontler of Bosnia on the final down-
fall of Turkey; Bervih was now
squarely across her path.

So the Balkan wars left the Servi
ans confident of their military ability,
olated by victory, determined on com
pléte national unity, and angered by
Austria’s continued hold on the north-
ern part of the natlon and by her ac-
tion in depriving the nation of an out-
let to the gaa, These wars left Austria
Hungary with Inoreased dificulties In
dealing with the Slav tribes, particu-
larly the Servians, now ln her domin-
fons, and convinced that the march t»
the southward must be glven up alto-
gether unless Bervia could be put out
of the way. .

To this were added minor Irrita-
tions, such as the rallroad question in
Macedonin. Tha Servians wanted to
add the rallroads in the teritory con-
quered from Turkey to the state mys-
tem, but the stockholders, most of
whom were Austrians or Hungarians,
objected. Moreover, there wWas don-
stant friction In Boenla, and the party
in Servin which regretted the breank-
up of the Balkan league was Inclined
to attribute the discord between Bul
garla and her former allies to the op
eratlons of Austrian diplomacy.

Thirty years ago Servia was a uats
paw for Austria In Balkan schemes,
with Russla backing Bulgaris, but now
the Hervians ocan count on Russlan
aympathy, for their cause 18 Indirectly
the cause of the entire Slavie race In
Its double struggle to be free from
German rule and to fight with the Ger-
muns for the herltage of Constanti-
nople,

Peter Made King by Tragedy.

King Peter, under whose rule Ser
via has advanced to a strong position
in southeastern Burope, came to the
throne as the result of a crime that
shocked the world.

Bleven years ago King Alexander of
Servin and Queen Draga were nssas
sinated In thelr palace at Belgrade,
Half an hour after midnight on June

TOTAL TONNAGE o
NAVIES
INVOWED

RUSSIA
s
ITALY
AUSTRIA®
HUNGARY SBS.22)
218,063 vans

volted In 187678, alming at complete
freedom. With them jolped their
kinsmen of Bosunla and Herzegovina.
The HRusso-Turkish war, which fol
lowed, mada'grent changes In the Bal
kans, Servin proper obtained com-
plete independence, but Bosnla and
Herzegovina were left nominal Turk-
iab dependencies, but really to be oc-
capled by Austrian troops
Austria's Belzure of Bosnla.

The consequence of this was a four-
year Insurrection against the Austri-
ans, the affects of which have naver
disappeared. The Austrlans have
spent Iarge amounts of money on the
country, but never allowed It auton-
omy; and In 19089, using as An ex-
cuse the constitutiooml revolution in
Turkey, which would require dele
gates to the Turkish parllament to
come from Lhese two statea, which
were actoally In Austrian hends, the
Hapsburg monarchy formally annexed
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Germany
backed up her ally, and the protests
of the 8lay powera dld not go to the
extent of war, Meanwhile the Blavs
of Dalmatia sre under Hungarian
rule; and here, an in Bosnla and Her
zegovina, promises of local self-goy-
ernment have never come to anything
mora than words. Thus the northern
half of the Servian race 1s stlll under
the Austrian emplire.

Meanwhile the southern half was
finally united by the victorles over
Turkey In the war of 1812. Not only
did this reconquest by the Servians
of the cors of their old empire in
wedtern Macedonla give & tremendous
impulse t0 the longing for complets
national unity; it showed the Servian
nation that its military organization
could be relied on for hard work:

In the full of 1912 the Bervians mob-

flized 260,000 men In the first thres }

weeks, and later added 145,000 morse
to the number; and whila thelr losses
in this war and in the struggle with-
Bulgaria in the summer of 1918 were
heavy, the Bervian troops fought bril-
Hantly and proved themselves efMelent
and enduring

Robbed of Frults of Victory,
part talten

from them

ENGLAND |

10, 1903, forty army officers entered
the palace, hurst into the apartments
of the king and gueen and killed them.
Detalle of the tragedy wvary, but the
best nuthenticated 1s that the couple
died In each other's arms. The same
nlght several ministers were slaln by
the plotters. The total number of vie-
tims of the conapirncy is sald to have
been Nfty-four.

At the tlme of the tragedy King Pe-
ter was In Geneva, living & secluded
life, and, apparently, taking lttle in-
terest In the politics of his native
land, Ever since the terrible night
of the assassluations he has denled
that be had any foreknowledge of
them, Nevertheless, susplelon has con-
tlnued, justly or unjustly, to rest upon
him, and It wos some years after his
accession to the throne before Great
Britain and other powers recognlzad
him formally as king of Servin.

King Peter as a young man led an
adventurous life. He studied In Swits-
erland and then went to the French
Military ncademy at St. Cyr. He took
part in the Franco-German war as an
officer of the Foreign leglon.

For many years he I8 sald to have
engaged in conspiracies against King
Milan of Bervis, but for forty-five
years he never set foot on Bervian soil
until he was elected king by the Serv-
lan parliament.

New Capital Easler to Defond.
Kraguyevatz, to whioh Winp vo*
has moved hia court from Belgrade, ls
about fifty miles due south of Semen
dria, on the Danube, and about sixty.
five miles southsouthenst of Balgrade.
It lles on & branch spur of rutlrond
about Nfteen miles from tho maln line
to Bglonika and Constantinople, and
fs wall adapted to defense. It is the
third town In uize in the old kingdom
of Servia, with about 20,000 people,

Itsa only superiors Belgrade
Nisch. e =g

CONSERVATION OF MOISTURE

Burface of Soll Must Be Kept Lo
Taks Cars of Raln ae Rapldly
as It Descende. i

months 1s not sufliolent to supply
Iarge amounts of water to the crops.
This fact lays stresa ypon two things—
namely, the importance of Iarge water
supplies n the soll not as stagnant wa-
ter, but as capillary water, which ia
for the most part avallable for grow-
ing plants, and also the Importance
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ken, and water enters freely. More-
over, the ridges and hollows of the
plowed surface mct as basins, which
hold snow and rain until they soak
into the soll. Harly spring plowing
and disking also play an important
part in putting the surface soil in con-
dition to retain and take in s maxi-
mum amount of water. ’
The second step in soll molsture con-
servation s to save the water which
has entered the soll. This can best be

face of the soll and ia lost by evapora-
tion unless the upward movement is
hecked by somae ageney. Now, cultl-
vation creates this agency—npamely, &
soil muleh. The principle of molsture
conservation by mulches is well eatab-
lished. There is po practioal method
for eaving soll moisture except by the
use of the muloh.

IMMENSE COST OF BAD ROADS
Estimate of §7,500,000 [s- Made by
Mighway Commiassioner of Ohlo
—Cost of Haullng.
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